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amusements this evenino.

ACADEMY OF MUSIC, Irving place..Zaepiclakbos
tatiok.1,'OORR.
WINTER OARDEN, Broadway .Laee* or Kii.i.arnky.

Custom, O TUB COUNTRY.IRIMILIOK.

WALLACE'S THEATRE, No. SJ4 Broadway,.Vr AT in*
Hii.ua.Yoo Can't Marry Voir Usakvsotsas.

LAURA KEBNB'S THEATRE, Broadway.-Sbvk:i Sons.

NEW BOWERY THEATRE, Bowery..Hon iiTMOON.1'iz-
Aruo.Lotk ik Four Cornlbs.

BOWERY THEATRE, Bowery..Stioenlt's NationalCircus.
BARNUM'S AMERICAN MUSEUM. Broadway..Dry andBvumiiR..Nkr ous Man.Thr Earl's Dauciitcii.II lPro

potarus, Wbaui, ari> Otukr Curiosities.
BRYANTS' MINSTRELS. Mechanics' Hall, 472 Broad-

Way..Uh Hallo is Masl'iikra.

nOOLKY'S MINSTRELS, Ktuyveaniit Institute, No. 059Broadway..Etuioi'Ian Sonus, Danueh, Ac.

MELODEON CONCERT HALL. No. 5S9 Broadway.-Bonos. Dancls, Burlesques, Ao..Katarina.

CANTERBURY MUSIC HALL. 885 Broadway..SONUS,Dances, Uurli-suuem, Ac..Night a Adventure*.

QAIETIES CONCERT ROOM, 615 Broadway DrawingBoom Entertainments, Kai.i.etn, I'antueimks. Farces, Ac.

AMERICAN MUSIC HAI.L. 441 Broadway..Sonus, Sal¬
ute, I'antorirks, Ac..Umclk Jr.rr

METROPOLITAN CONCERT HALL, COO Broadway..Bokur, Dances, Farces. Buelesqueh. Ac.
CRYSTAL PALACE CONCERT HALL, No.43 Bowery..Burlesques, Sonus, Dances, Ac..Widows Niotim.

PARISIAN CABINET OK WONDERS, OKI Broadway.-Open daily from 10 A. M. till» 1'. M.

NATIONAL MUSIC HALL, Chatham street..Buklks-
ouaa, Songs, Dances, Ac .Moss, Dkchalurkau
NOVELTY MUSIC HALL, 016 Broadway..Burlesques,Sonos. J)a nuns, AC.

IRVINa HALL, Irving place..Gustatos Cearv'.i ConC8KT

BROOKLYN MELODEON, corner of Court and Remsenatroeu..Sonus, Dancks, Pantoriru, Burlesques, Ac.

Wew York, Friday, December 30, 1861.

THE SITUATION.
The Queen's messenger, with despatches to Lord

Lyons, arrived at Washington yesterday morning,
and very soon after him came Captain Cook, of
Boston, bearing the despatches from Mr. Adams to
our government. The latter were transmitted in a

mail bag, which was put into the charge of Capt.
Cook in Boston. The bag weighed a hundred
pounds. Tho despatches were placed in the hands
of Mr. Seward. While stating in detail the feel¬
ings of the British government and people, Mr.
Adams expresses no knowledge of the nature of
tho instructions sent to Lord Lyons. Private
letter*, however, received at Washington from
several prominent statesmen in England state
that no exorbitant demand will be made on our

government for the surrender of Mason and Blidell,
bnt that only such apology and satisfaction will be
demanded as the United Btates government can

honorably grant. Other letters from authorita¬
tive parlies in England confirm these views. It is
certain that Lord Lyons made no communication
whatever to the Secretary of State up to eleven
o'clock last night.
Some ideas were entertained in Washington

yesterday that the excitement about the Mason
and Blidell seizure is only a pretext to cover the
schemes of the tripartite expedition to the Gulf o'
Mexico. The proceedings of the Senate were in¬
terrupted yesterday to give place to an important
message from the President on our foreign rela¬
tions, in which document no allusion was made to
tho affair of the Trent, but the Gulf expedition
was gravely alluded to.
The Africa, which has bocn detained in this port

since Wednesday, will sail for Liverpool early thig
morning. The intelligence she will take, we
opine, will not prove of much importance, except
it be that contained in the files of the Herald.
The rebel batteries on the lower Potomac have

been very active yesterday and for the past few
days in firing on our vessels and throwing their
shot across to the Maryland shore, but they hare
not affected much so far. The fact, however, shows
the tenacity with which they maintain their posi¬
tion on the banks and creeks of the Potomac.
The Committee on Foreign Relations, to whom

was referred the case of the British ship Perth¬
shire, which was captured and detained by
the United States steamer Massachusetts on
the !>th of June last, on the misapprehension
that she had run the blockade with a cargo of
cotton from Mobile, reported a bill yesterday re¬

commending Congress to reimburse the owner to
the extent of his claim.£200 sterling.for the
damage sustained by the error of the United States
captain. Thus, while England is crying out against
the injustice of our seizing known traitors on the
high seas, our Congress is honorably making
amends for the mistakes of our officers by which
British subjects have suffered injury.
While the news (lorn Gen. Banks' column on the

Upper Potomac indicates the continuance of great
disquiet, we have no account of a general engage¬
ment. Gen. Kelly, who is pushing on to Winches,
tcr, has daily skirmishes with the rebel pickets-
and it is not at all improbable that a fight of some
magnitude may take place in that vicinity witbia a
lew days.
The intelligence from Missouri is important. Dcs

patches received from General Popo state that on
Wednesday he got between the enemy encampedin two bodies, one at a point near Chilhowee and
another in Clinton and llcnry counties; that theyretreated upon his arrival towards Rose Hill, leav¬
ing all their baggage and valuables in his po9so«
sion. General Pope followed them up, but at John
son, Bates sounty, they scattered in all directions
With a strong cavalry reconnoissancc General
Pope captured 160 rebels,nearOsceols, and at dif
ferent other points about as many more. The
whole country between Rose Hill and Grand river
is now clear of rebels.
Tho map of the vicinity of Mumfordsville, Ky.,

which appears iu this morning's Herald, will ire

^nund very interesting to(our reader^taiconsequflnce
of ths recent brilliant fight which there took place.
Many may look upon th# affSlr as a skirmish and

retirement of tho rebels, but when it is considered
that the Mammoth Cave, abounding in saltpetre,
ia situated within a short distance of the place,
every victory, ever so slight, becomes Important.
The rebels have made it a point to obtain posses¬
sion of as many of the metallic mines and caves as

possible, for the purpose of obtaining therefrom
tho material to fight with; therefore, although
Ncoslia has been for a time lost to the Unionists,
the Mammoth Cave is bo near recovery that we

may from that fact obtain some consolation from

even so small, but, at the same time, so signal a

victory. The latest intelligence from Kentucky
tells of a probable battle yestorday between tho

troopR of tho rebel ZolUcofl'er and tho Union army
of General Schoepff, who went out to meet the

former, near Fishing crcok, at daylight. Tho

rebels number about 6,000, while tho Union troops
outnumber them in men and artillery. General

Schoepff felt confident of a victory.
From Fortress Monroe wo learn that the

schooner Charity, said to be owned by Senator

SiuimonH, of Rhode Island, arrived at Ilatteras
on the 10tii inst., with an assorted cargo, including
u large pi oportion of whiskey. She ulso took a

collector to Ilatteras, and on arriving lie procured
a building from the Commissary, which he propos¬
ed using as a custom house. The captain's papers
proving very irregular, on the 17th inst. Captain
Warden, of the Stars ami Stripes, seized the Cha¬

rity as a prize and sent her to New York. The

captain and crew, together witli the collector,
were taken to Fortress Monroe in the Spa aiding.
The news from Fort Royal is to the effect that

tho Union troops have fully occupied the town of

IJcaufort, and that large quantities of cotton were

being brought to the coast. Our correspondence
from that point to-day will be found full of inte¬
rest.

It is not in the least improbable that the fate
of Charleston maybe shared before long by other

Southern cities. The Montgomery (Ala.) Adver-
finer says that no less than seven attempts were

made to set fire to that city within two days, nnd

that two of them were partially successful.

CONGRESS.
In the Senate yesterday, Mr. Sumner presented

a number of numerously signed petitions, in favor
of the emancipation of slaves, with compensation
to loyal masters. Mr. Willey, of Virginia, offered a

resolution to the effect that the exmtiug war was

forced upon the country by the rebellious States
without provocation, ond with the design to de¬

stroy the Union and the constitution,and repudiate
the fundamental principles of republican go\ em¬

inent. Mr. Willey sustained his resolution in a

lengthy speech, but without concluding gave way
to a motion for an executive session. Subsequent¬
ly the Senate discussed the resolution of the House
to adjourn till the 6th of January, in order to par
ticipatc in the Christmas holidays, but adjortrued
without arriving at a determination on the subject.

In the House of Representatives the bill pro¬
viding for the construction of twenty Iron-clad
steam gut boats, to be built by contract or

otherwise, as the Secretary of the Navy may deem
best for the public iuterest, was debated and
passed. The Consular and Diplomatic Appro¬
priation bill was passed. The Contract Invest!
gating Committee was directed to inquire whether
the transportation of troops by railroad was done
by contract or otherwise, aud the Secretary of
War was directed to furnish all the particulars iu
his possession on the subject. A bill to promote
the efficient of the dead letter office was passed.
A bill abolishing the franking privilege was intro¬
duced by Mr. Colfax, and the second Tuesday of
January assigned for its consideration. The Com¬
mittee on Elections was instructed to inquire whe¬
ther any member of the House is holding office
under the United States and receiving compensa-
sation therefor.

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS.
The Opinione Nationale of the 4tli of December

states that Mrs. Eustis, wife of Mr. Slidell's secre¬

tary, arrested with him, had arrived in Paris on the
previous eveniug, accompanied by Colonel Lcmat,
of Louisiana, wbo was also on board the Trent.
Mrs. Slidell and children would reraaiu in London
for some days.
A dreadful fire broke out on Monday, December

2, at the Napoleon docks, Antwerp. The Belgian
sugar refinery and the St. Felix bonding ware¬
houses were burned down. The estimated loss is
6,000,000 francs. The fire was still raging on
Monday night.
The steamship Africa, for Liverpool, has $194,388

in specie on board.
A regular meeting of the Commissioners of Pub¬

lic Charities and Corrections took place yesterday.
The following is a synopsis of the report presented
by a committee of the whole:.From the 6th to the
19th of December, inclusive, 601 persons have been
transferred from the eity prisons to the workouse
on Blackwell's Island, of which number 121 were
males and 380 females. A large number of oom-
munications were received from thefwardens, go¬
vernors and doctors of the various almshouses and
hospitals, which were disposed of in the usual way.
The cash receipts from the 6th to the 19th of Decem¬
ber have amounted to $2,647 01. The contract for
supplying with steam the warming apparatus of the
new lunatic asylum was awarded to Felix Camp¬
bell, he proposing to do the work for 1600. htbm
the weekly statement It appears that the number
of inmates admitted to the institutions during the
week ending December 14 was 1,887.making a
total of 7,900 remaining there on that date.an
increase of sixty-six on the preceding week.
The trial of Charles Jefferds far the murder or

John W. Mathews is progressing in the General
Sessious. The testimony developed yesterday was
interesting, consisting of an alleged confession of
the murder of John Walton, made to the brother
of Walton.
The Board of Aldermen did not organize last

evening for want of a quorum.
The cotton market yesterday was Arm, and sales em¬

braced 400 a 000 bales In smaU lots, chiefly to spinners
closing at 88c. for middling uplands, and at 40c. for good
to strict middling do. Tbe flour market was licavy, and
closed at a decline of 6e. to 10c. per barrel, while sales
wore moderate. Wheat opened with a show of firmness,
hut tho market closed dull and eas-er, except for prime
shipping lots of red, amber Western aud cboica white.
Com was heavy and lower, with sales or Western mixed
for shipment at 63c. a 66c. Pork was steady, with fair
rales of. mess at $12 31}; a $12 76, and or prime at $8 60
a $0, and of city prime mess at $13 a $14. Sugars were
firm, with sales of 400 a 600 hhda. and ICO boxwi. Hales
of 800 baga Rio coffee, 600 do. Ceylon and 600 St. Domiogo
were made on terms given In another column. Freights
continued firm, with a lair amcunt of rngsgeincnts at full
rates.

Fortify the Coast..N^iTmoment should be
lost in putting into a state of impregnable de¬
fence every vulnerable point on euc^oast, and
this without/eferencc to any dangcroF^var with
England. In the course of our conflict with the
rebels international*questions may arise with
various nations which s well forti'tieH'seacoast
will enuble us to solve to our own advantagewhen we are sure we are in the right.

Tli* Affair of the Trent at Washington.
No Apprehension* of a Rapture.

Beyond tbe safe arrival yesterday in Wash¬
ington of the Queen's messenger, with his de¬
spatches for Lord Lyons, and our government
messenger, with a heavy mail bag from Mr.
Adams, our Minister at London, we have this
morning little additional facts of any moment to
communicate to our readers upon the Mason-
Slidell affair.
We presume that the Cabinet has made a pre¬

liminary examination of the despatches from
Mr. Adnms, and that Lord Lyons has been dili¬
gently employed upon the facts, the luw and
the merits of tho case as submitted to him, with
the instructions from his government, whatever
those instructions may be, and that within a
fow days Mr. Seward may expect to hear from
hira. Meantime, we are gratified with our

assurances from Washington that no apprehen¬
sions are there entertained of a rupture with
England upon this little affair of the Trent ;
that the President and his Cabinet are perfectly
culm and unruffled, and that lit Congress the
only voice which "is still for war'' is that of
Mr. Vullondighem, of Ohio, whose zeal is con¬

sidered as outrunning liis discretion. Meantime
private letters from British statesmen give as¬

surance that no demand will be made on our

government for a peremptory surrender of
Mason and Slidell, but only for such apology us

we cau honorably grant.
For a day or two past Mr. Clime, our able

and indefatigable Secretary of the Treasury,
has been consulting in reference to tho "sinews
of war" with our hunkers and financiers, and
his unshaken equanimity ahd positive opinions
of an amicable adjustment with England have
contributed much to restore confidence and or¬

der in Wall street. From the full details of the
news by the Jura it lias also been discovered
that the lapse of two short days had produced a

visible abatement of the sudden war panic
which had been aroused in England by the first
highly colored reports of the seizure of Mason
and Slidoll. The calm and sensible letter of
(Jenerul Scott, and tho seasonable and convinc¬
ing peace speeches of Messrs. Cobden
and Bright hud been heard, and had
evidently set the idea afloat that there
were two sides, not only to the affair of the
Trent, but two sides in England to tho question
of a war with the United States at this crisis.
We may therefore safely conclude that a

war panic which is inflated to its climax in two
days, and which then begins to collapse, is but
u bubble, and that the question at issue
will neither bo peremptorily presented
for au immediate decision to our Cabi¬
net not- hastily considered by our Secre¬
tary of State. If tho difficulty is of that
grave and commanding importance which the
London ministerial journals have declared it to
be, time will be required to consider it; and if
the whole matter lies within the nutshell of
a petty technicality there is no necessity for
precipitate action.
We presume that Lord Lyons will present

his case in one of those diplomatic notes of se¬

veral newspaper columns in extent, and that
an appropriate reply will demand an extension
of the argument, and so on until the issue of
war involved shall have melted away into an

amicable arrangement.
The Mischief making Herald.Its Danger

to the World.
We notice that several of our radical contem¬

poraries are already charging the New York
Herald with having caused the trouble be¬
tween England and this country. It is very
singular, indeed, what a tremendous influence
we wield. Let any commotion happen, in the
rnorai, religious, natural, political, social, flnun-
ciul or commercial worlds, and immediately we

are charged with being its cause and origin.
The London Times is popularly known as "the
Thunderer;" but the Herald is confessedly su¬

perior to this British Jove; for it is accused of
furnishing the electricity for the Times' thun¬
derbolts, and inciling the Times to their use.

We certainly have the largest circulation of any
daily newspaper in the world; but what is our

circulation as compared to our influence? The
Herald wills it, and, presto, empires are gained
or lost; religion makes proselytes or men be¬
come skeptics; a crisis ruins the country or

trade and commerce flourish; a candidate is de¬
feated or a party seizes power; aristocracy rules
or democracy is rampant; the earth quakes or

the fertile soil breeds crops. This is what tbo
radicals say of us, and it is said so often that it
must be true. Our modesty, which only" our
merit can excel, will not allow us to acknowl¬
edge it, however.
Good and bad, a great many wonderful

things are Baid to have been accomplished by
the Herald during the tweniy-eix years it has,
like Alexander, ruled the world. The Herald
caused the crisis of 11137. which had been fo¬
menting years before the Herald saw the light.
The Herald made the crisis of 1837 by
warning the public to be wise and avert it.
The Herald, of course, is to blame for the crisis
of 18t!l, simply because the Herald said that
civil war brought commercial and financial
disasters, and because the other journals.more
fanatical and less wise.insisted that even if
the war came we should feel none of the hor¬
rors of war; just as they would predict a rain
storm without any rain, if it served their pur-.
pose to do so. Unfortunately, the Herald
knew better, and said so, and therefore the
Herald is to blame. Onoe upon a time a

cloudy day prevented a certain king from
riding out. The king consulted the almanac,
und found that the pernicious book declared,
opposite the date consulted, "about this time
look out for cloudy weather." Then was the
king exceeding wroth, and commanded all the
almanacs in the conntry to be burned, and the
makers thereof to be put to death, for that they
had told the cloudy weather when to come.
Wise king t And how doubly wise are the
radicals who adopt this king's theory.condemn
the Herald because it tells the crisis when to
come, and would follow, If they could, the
kinga precious example towards-'tho Herald
aud its makers.
But we arc most particularly charged with

causing wars and rumors of wars. This seems,
by all accounts, to be the Herald's forte. We
caused the Mexican war, they say. Certainly
those radicals who opposed the Mexican war,
and hoped the greasers would welcome our
brave soldiers to hospitable graves, are by no
means to blame with us. We hope, however,
that, if we caused the war, we may claim some
credit for having brought it to so glorious a
conclusion. They say we caused the Irlsb re¬

bellion. Well, If we did. ma»uot Ireland be of
some use to i» seme day, and*Ts it not some¬

thing in our favor that we have won the Iri»-h so
heartily to our Union cause? Do not the bravo
deeds of the Sixty-ninth, of Corcoran, of

Meagher, of Mulligan, count somewhat on tlio
credit side of the account.for all these men are

Irish rebels? We caused the French revolu¬
tion. It is true we prediotod It; and was it not
a very good thing at the time, preparing the
way for better things In tho future? We caused
the Crimean war. Yes, but our sympathy
gained Russia's friendship; and may not
that be very valuable to this country? We
have not as yet been charged with causing
the East India rebellion; but why not? The
H skald goes to India, and is read in many a

bungalow. We are as yet esteemed guiltless of
the Italian war; but we knew Garibaldi when
be made candles on Staten Island, and c"" vouch
for it that ho read the IIkkald attentively and
found inauy a pregnant idea in it. Wo are rather
proud of Italy, and insist that this war shall no*
be left out. About Hungary and Kossuth we
are not so certain. But then Kossuth made
very good speeches, established a style of hat,
and left the country whou he had done out¬

bidding.
Of social, political and moral convulsions

we are charged with thousands. As yet, how¬
ever, we have never seen our complicity
with tho great earthquake in Mendoza, South
America, or that in Japan, during the Crimean
war, fully established. Now that the fact is
recalled to their minds, however, we shall see

the radicals wasting no time in weeping for
the dreadful loss of life 011 those occasions, but
endeavoring to prove that the earthquakes re¬

ferred to happened just after the arrival of the
IIkkald in those parts. That the Herald causes

comets is too well known to be mentioned, and
the only question is whether comets exert a

good orevil influence. Worse than earthquakes
or comets, and including all sorts of financial,
commercial, social, political and moral revolu¬
tions, wo are charged with causing the present
rebellion. As every one now knows that this
rebellion was devised thirty years ago, and
as the Hbkald has been in existence only
twenty-six years, this statement may at lirst ap-
peur improbable. But nothing is improbable
to a radical. " Curse your facts," he exclaims;
" my theory must bo right." On the same prin¬
ciple we have caused this English war excite¬
ment. As the rumor of war is based on an act
of Captain Wilkes, obviously the captain was

incited to seize Slidell and Mason by a stray
copy of the Hbiuld, picked up at sea; and so

we caused the war. But, take courage. The
great IIkkald, which has caused all this trouble,
will put it all triumphantly right again.

So, overlooking tho revolution!) wo have
really caused in journalism and its enterprises;
in the press ond its facilities; in the popular
taste for literature; in the power and indepen¬
dence of newspapers; in aught mechanical, in¬
tellectual and moral connected with our pro¬
fession.revolutions as bright and as beneficial
as the rising of the sun.these radicals, in their
hot envy and hate against the Heuat.d, rush to
the extreme of ranking us omnipotent, in order
that they may charge us with the crimes of all
disasters. They forget that, if omnipotent, we
must receive the glory of all successes also.
But whilo the radicals cry in one breath that
the IIeiui.T) has no influence and in the next
that the Uiskai.d is omnipotent, we rejoice that
we hare no "Forward to Richmond" massacres

to answer for, and that, whatever wars we may
have caused, we have only caused them by up¬
holding the honor, credit, dignity and integrity
of this great nation.the United States of Ame¬
rica.
The European Frees on the Treat Atfatr.

It is constantly charged by English journal¬
ists against the American press that a lower
tone pervades it than marks that of their own

country. The disgraceful character of the lan¬
guage used by them iu the present controversy
has, we think, effectually disposed of this re¬

proach.
Both in the unblushing avowal of a disregard

for all settled principles of law or courtesy,
and in the indulgence of billingsgate worse
than any that has ever been resorted to by the
most characterless of our own journals, the
writers of the British press have certainly tran¬
scended anything that may have hitherfo ren¬
dered us obnoxious to their censure. Where,
we ask, will it be found that au American jour¬
nalist has been so insensible to the principles of
right and justice as to use, on a great interna¬
tional question, such an argument as this of the
London Times:."A hundred wrongs will not
make a right. It (he Cabinet of Washington
propose to contend that we must, in the year
1861, submit to endure at the hands of their
cruisers every indignity which our ancestors
have ever at any time inflicted upon a neutral
flag, then we understand what will be the issue
between us." Such is the reply that one great
maritime nation gives to another when, in its
hour of weakness, the latter justifies its action
by a reference to precedents formerly estab¬
lished against it by its magnanimous rival. An¬
other journal, supposed to occupy a respectable
position, the London Chronicle, utters in the one

breath a foul suspicion against the honor of our
government, and uses it as an argument against
any possible settlement of the difficulty.
"Certain documents," it says, "have conveni¬
ently turned up for transmission to President
Lincoln. We have no right at present to sug¬
gest how these papers may have been obtained;
but there would be little inconsistency on the
part of the North were it to fabricate a set of
spurious despatches and palm them off as the
contraband which justified the arrest of the
Trent. Despatches or no despatches, however,
tho kidnapping of the four commissioners stands
inexcusable." Of a somewhat similar character
are the arguments of the London Post, when it
says:."Our rights, as the first maritime Power
in the WOTld, cannot be dissevered from our du¬
ties. We are asserting a great principle, one of
which the full scope and bearings are infinitely
more important than the ultimate decision of
the American struggle in favor of either North
or South." In other words, perish the groat
American republic and the interests of humani¬
ty and civilization all over the world sooner

than that the arrogant assumptions of English
naval domination should be disputed for a mo¬

ment. As a specimen of bravado equal to any.
thing got off by Yankee vanity, we think the
following from tho Birmingham Post will do:.
"We have but to stretch out our hand to upset
the blockade as effectually as if the ships were
made of pasteboard, while with the other hand
we would destroy the petty federal navy, re¬

duce Amorican commerce to a nullity, and turn
the Northern seaboard into a howling wilder-
ness."
Of unadulterated blaokguardism we have

several choice specimens. In order to lash the
already exoited feelings of the^slaae which'it
represents-into greater fury, the London IkroWl,
speaking of the condemnation of a privateers-
man by one of oar courts, observos;."The judi-

rial murder of a prisoner of war has loft a

damuing and ineffaceable stain on the memory
of the only great General America ever pro¬
duced. Mr. Lincoln has already parodied the
seizure of the Duo D'Eugliien; does he intend
to make a precedent of the dastardly assassina¬
tion of Andre ? Such an atrocity as that ap¬
parently moditated by the government of the
Northern States would be fitly punished
by the joint intervention of the civil¬
ized Powers to suppress that govern¬
ment altogether, as a scourge to man¬
kind and a disgrace to civilization." The Lon¬
don Sunday Times, the organ of the fancy mon
and bruisers, follows up the compliment in this
tremendously cuergetio style:." Capt. Wilkes
is, unfortunately, but too faithful a type of the
people in whose foul mission he is engaged.
He is an ideal Yankee. Swagger and ferocity,
built up on a foundation of vulgarity and cow-
ardico.these are his characteristics; and those
ure the most prominent marks by which his
countrymen, generally speaking, are knowu all
over the world. To bully the weak; to
triumph over the helpless; to trample on evory
law of courtesy and custom; wilfully to violate
all the more sacred instincts of human nature;
to defy as long as danger does not
appeur; and as soon as real peril shows
itself to sneuk aside or run away.these
are the virtues of the race which presumes to
announce itself as the leader of civilization and
the prophet of human progress in these latter
days. By Captain Wilkes let the Yankee breed
be judged."
Per contra we are told that the Young Ire¬

land party have been thrown into hysterics of
joy at the prospect of a war between England
and America. The Nation says the capture of
the commissioners on board a British steamer
was an act worthy of the spirit, daring and
dash of the Americans. It was one to make
Irish hearts jump with joy. "The news." con¬

tinues the sumo organ, "has created wild excite¬
ment in Dublin," and it will awakeu similar
feelings and sensations throughout the wholo
country.
The continental press is much divided in

opinion on the difficulty between the two coun¬
tries. Its language, however, when opposed to
us, is at least decent. Of the Paris journals the
Debats Is best affected towards the North.
It takes the same view that we have
held since tho outset of tho controversy:.
«. It is generally admitted that neutrals ought not
to mix either directly or indirectly in war ope¬
rations; that they expose therasclvos to lawful
seizure when they carry for either of the belli¬
gerents contraband of war, troops, officers'
known spies, or other agents belonging to the
service of the armies. As tho Trent is but a

merchant vessel, and as it was not sufficiently
removed from the American coast to escape all
suspicion, the federal cruiser had the right to
stop it, and to examine what was on board.
The whole discussion between President Lin-
coin and England will turn upon the real cha¬
racter which must be attributed to Messrs. Ma¬
son and Slidell."
The Gazette de Florence expresses itself in

terms of cordial sympathy with us. "A rup¬
ture between England and America,'' it says,
"could not but be hailed with joy by absolut¬
ism, and civilization would suffer therebv. It
would be desirable that those Powers best dis
posed towards England and America should
immediately interpose their good offices, with¬
out giving the irascible self-love of those na¬
tions time for over excitement.''

It will be seen by the above, that whilst the
English press has entirely lost control of its
temper and sense of justice over a quest ion on
which it is not pretended that we have not some
shadow of right, the continental journals, re¬

garding it from a dispassionate point of view,
side with us wherever the influence of authority
has not been interposed to bias their opinions-
Were time left for a calm discussion of the issue
involved in this controversy, we have no doubt
that reflection would soon bring to the con¬
sciences of English writers a feeling of regret
and remorse for tho unjustifiable tone which
they have adopted towards us.

Irish Emigration to tuk United Status..
The English journals are doing their utmost
to deter the Irish population from emigrating to
the United States. But there never was a time
when the advantages of emigration were so

great. In Ireland food is soarce and bad. Here
it is abundant. In the West it can bo bad for
next to nothing. In tho Western country,
moreover, there is a great demand for labor,
owing to the number of hands taken away from
the culture of the land by enlistment, for the
war. Let all able bodied men, therefore, who
have no employment in Ireland, and are accus¬
tomed to agriculture, come out at once. 'The
time may come when England will prevent emi¬
gration. A socioty should be at once set on foot
to issue tracts for the Irish people, settiug forth
these points, and holding out such inducements
as the country affords. These could be sent
through the Post Office to every parish, and
they would be read generally by the people.
In the event of war with England she would
thus be deprived of a large portion of the fight-
ing population, who otherwise would be com¬

pelled to fight her battles against their own fel¬
low countrymen at this side of the Atlantic.
Neither the press in Ireland nor the clergy there
will favor the emigration. It is contrary to the
interest of both classes, but it is for the interest
of a starving population. The Irish soldiers in
our army, and even the pervant girls, can give
the addresses of the right persons to send such
invitations to in every district of the country.
Nor would it be amiss to send over agents, who,
by inducing emigration, would relieve those
remaining behind in the most effectual way.

Jcsticb to Ireland..From all accounts a
famine has visited the Irish people. It is a sim¬
ple act ofjustice that Horace Greeley should
hand over for their relief' fhe sum of $76,000
now in bis keeping, subscribed by Irishmen and
friends of Ireland for the benefit of that coun¬

try several years ago, but never yet applied.
Now is the time of need, and justice requires
that the money should be forthcoming at once.
Let a committee of Irish citizens wait on Gree¬
ley and make a peremptory demand that the
money be forked over.

Bufvalo Opera Horss..Tbo season of the grand opera
troupe closed la Buflfclo on Wednesday last, They gave
nine performances during tbelr stay there. The principal
artiste, Hinckley, Brlgnnli, Mancusi and gusini go to Chi¬
cago, Detroit and Cincinnati.

New Bowwr.Bisstit or Ma. K. L. Davmfoht..'Thl
distinguished actor takes his tarewoll benefit at the Nov
Bowery theatre this overling, on which occasion he wtl
receive the support of Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Wallnek. Thi
pieces selected for this occasion are Tooln's One corned]
of the " Honeymoon'' and the standard play of "Pilarro,'
In both of wblcb tho "combination" will appear.

IMPORTANT HEWS FBOM HSSOPBL
Operations of General Pope in

Johnson County.
Flight of the Enemy's Forces and Capture of

All their Baggage and Arms.

Three Hundred of the Rebel Fugitives
Taken Prisoners,

&c., &c., &c.
St. Lorn, Deo. 19,1801.

Despatches received at headquarters from Gon. Pop*
statu that after a forced march yesterday he got between
the enemy, encamped six miles from Chilhowee, Johnaua
county, and twenty-two huudrod strong In Clinton and
Henry counties but tu soon as they heard of bis ap.
proach they beat a rapid retreat towards Rose Hill,
Johnson county, leaving all their baggage, arms, muni¬
tions, paper, Ac. , In our possession.
Gon. Pope thou throw forward ten companies of cavalry

and a section of artillory In pursuit, following with tha
main body of his army.
At Johnston, Dates county, the rebels, botng so closely

pursued, scattered in all directions, but mostly towards
the soutb. General Pope then forced a strong cavalry
recoutioi&sance to within arteon miles of Osceola, and
Intercepted and captured one hundrod and fl'ly of tha
fleeing rebels, and all I heir baggage, stores,Ac. Other
.quads,from some ten to fifteen, wore takeu, making tha
aggregate number about three hundred.
No lighting is reported to have occurred.
General Pope says the whole country between Reaa

Hill ou the west and Grand river on the south is otadt
of robels.
Gen. Price has only eight thousand troops at Osceola*

OFFICIAL DESPATCH F^tOM GEN. HALLECK
TO GEN. WcCLELLAN.

Wasiiikoton, Deo. 19,1861.
The following important and cheering despatch was re¬

ceived at headquarters to nig! t from General HalleoK.
The "customary victory," of which the Richmond IH-
patch beasts, does not seom In this instance to have
crowned the rebel arms .

llSAUqcAkrsKS, Pscartiisnt or tub Wust, >
St. Louis, Dec. 19,1861. >

General G. B. McCi.ki.lan, Commaude-in-Cliiof of United
Stales Army .
Ooneral Popa's expedition successfully cut off the one.

my',scamp near Shawnee Mound, and scattered tbem,
twenty two hundred strong, in every direction. Took
one hundred and Qfty prisoners, and most of the enemy'a
wagons, tents, baggage, horses, Ac. All the insurgents
between the Missouri and Osage ere cleared out. Prioe
is still South of the Osage.

H. W. HALLKCK, Major General Commanding.

quartering on the REBELS IN ST. LOUIS.
8t. Louis, Doc. 19, 1W1-

The nn«i of about throe hundred rebels have bona
enrolled at the Provost Marshal s general offlce. upoa
whom contributions are to be levied, under General Hal-
lock's General Order No. 24, for tho benefit of the South¬
west refugees. About silly of the most prominent of
these are lo bo called upon to morrow for tho sums Ml
c p msite thoir names, varying from $100 to $100, nud tha
balance are to be notified as the exigencies require.
H Is understood that General Pope will send a strong

force of cavalry to Lexington. The main body of hisarmy
is now ft rout'' for Sedalia.
\ train of seventy wagons, with clothing and suppilea

for Price, were oapturod in addition to tho article# pre¬
viously reported

Winter Garden.
A grand spectacular fairy drama, in which Mr. Barney

Williams appeared in the double role of author and actor,
wns successfully producod at this establishment tan
night. The house was packed from pit to gallery, It bar¬
ing been announced, in addition to the attraction offered
h* tho bills that Colonel Mulligan, the hero of I,oxlng-SSteasriSHtsS
rounds of applause, to which the diet ugutaked "h*ct of
tho ovmtlon replied by simply bowiug hi® tU*uk®.
The new piece. ' The Lakes of Killarnay. iSfounded*

a siiocrstilion of that romantic region which has beiorefurnK a t heme for thr pen of the dramatist. For com
turics it lias been a belief amongst the peasantry tba*
annually?on May day. the fairies vlaUedthebor&mof
the lakes and that those who had the courage to seen
the queen after sunset would learn their destiny Tor therom?ne vear Two sisters, Kate and Roee Keerney, are
supposed to bo under tho especial care or the Quaes of
the Fairies, and the eldost, Kate (Mrs. ^f£^"ll^ay
convcrs® with her protectres®. KattJU betoreASST, Mclaughlin (Mr. Barney WiUiams), a youngIj.di .ni lie has frequent quarrels w 1th her on
other coauettlsh tendencies. At lent driven to despair,

the fairies and solicit their aid He 1.
accompanied by Ned Fagan (Mr. Polly Davenport). a

voiuik hunter of Glengariff, and tho affianced huab&ndof
itose Kearney (Mrs. Skcrrett). They meet with all eorte
oMudu rous adventures on the way, and Unty gets sepa¬
rated from hut companion. Heat last finds himself .a
presence of the Queen, who, appreciating tho sincerity of
his love for her favorite, promises him

nrpnentlv reioins him. and over a friendly bottle
lhey become oblivloui and are convoyed to the
the lake bv tbe ordor of the Queen. In the meantime tha
two waters eek their lovers, and, not finding them, give
Ilium up for lost. Their protectress makes hor appear-^ce and gives to each of the girls the privilege of realtyZa wish Overjoyed, they" desire to recaU their lostLwams who are forthwith recalled from their waUryretreat' in the same oblivious state. They awake to coo.

in the presence of the two staters and of the
Queen and her fairy attendants, and are united, under a
feeling admonition from their friend and PJ"^o,lrt'88>who thereupon takes her departure for her home In ths

b"Tfcta plot,'ifrill be seen, give, full scope forthepeon-
liAi-taleuts of tho author and his gifted wife. It em-
braco® a little of everything.singing, dancing,1boaritifut
scenery and the smart telling dialoguos, whlr.h. ln thsSu., m nreoared for him, or which he prepares himself,P,r wiiiiams takes care there shall be no drag. As
usual Ck^t the bouse in roars of laughter, while his
cha-mlnr wife contributed greatly to the success of tho
ntaceWr constant flow of spirits and tbe snjouemew1
with which she played a very pretty part.
Mr mvenport, as Ned Fagan. made a very re^tabt#ii»ichm»B whilst Mr. Pavidgo, as Peter Swan, bailiff anil

author was really capital In his way Altogether thoZee was wall cist and mounted, and Its success wasgenuin* We think. notwithstanding, tUat a l.ttle c^presaion might be advnutagcously exercised in the lest
act.

Wallaek'i Theatre.
A new three act drams, entitled "Up at the Hills,"

which owes its paternity, we believe, to Tom T4'1°r'
produced at this house last night, ^^n.talaid'ts

SSSsaaRarutJswarZe Bungalow life is generally spiced only with insipid
scandals. The plcasanteet aswell as the most sicting
n«t oflndtan life constats in its sports; but these tt
would be impossible to bring on the st^e. Ropbant
hunting and tiger shooting cannot be realised in Broad-

W1tacidedly the most telling character in "Up at ths
Hills" is Major Stonehurst, whose Inconstatsnciss of char¬
acter however, leave a very dubIon. impression upon
Ik. mind, and W la left in doubt whether most to ad-
mire or deeifiso htm. Tbe part is ablv sustained by Mr.
C Fisher Mrs. Hosy, ss Mrs. Colonel McCann, has a bat-
tle of words with him ooncornlng some tottan
bv which Us intended to coerce Mrs. Evors-laTgh a young and wealthy widow, Into a marrlagawlfh him; but which she has secratly imsaesaed Uoraelf
of unknown to him, and which she aubaequontly de¬
stroys and Una conatltntea most of tha third act The
Maior then, finding himaelf foiled, commits aa

rf hwilarv in the hope of regaining tbetafwn ^/ta datectS in the act. Butthivap-

on thespoL TherJ is

isr&as w%*jar&S jjsjfrs stho young nteca of M
^ the situations no*least ainuBiDg.Thep is natural and ocoaslonntlyvary striking, but the dial^ue tan

,aaghteri ^racy. It Is true there Is Htat £ pk)c(i. .
8 ^ at.nothing ranMU-k* y #nMrUlBljng drama, quiet, grac.e-tantive '^teasr |t in point of taste. It is well ac»e<l,fill sod unobjactlon* ldyardiy b, moro effective. Thaandth«f.^g^t" was well played, wltbass. n,"M

T_p.jn.onpmtsoaaawcwi..There'will besmatinee 4
the Academy of Music on Saturday, to afford juvanil^
n.w York an opportunity of witnessing the performance!!
of Jheytwng g^utast who Is astonishing tne town with
his daring !*.*.._ __

Xbg Rav. *. M. Chamk will lecture on the " Hsmeni^
«r tflnit"*1 Life," at the Baptist church, in Hobokan, tbia
evening. Hobokan is looking up. Ia* «rory iuitm
ettohd tbta lecture,

Oolovk. Jams A. Mctojo**, ths ksVo of laxtngto^
will vlait Iaura Koeho's thmtrs this erealng to
tha "Ssysn Bona," by iavitaUOhOf M


